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TNC-pol-63
Chainsaw Safety Policy

Purpose
Todefinethe rules foroperatingachainsawonTelemarkproperty.

ChainsawSafety
TheBCMinistryofForestLandsandNaturalResourcesdevelopedacourse forBasicChainsaw
OperatorTraining,asdescribedbelow, toaddressanumberofsafety issuesandaccidents
causedby inappropriateuseofchainsaws.

TheTelemarkNordicClubpolicyontheuseofchainsaws is thatno-oneshalloperateachain
sawonTelemarkpropertyuntil theyhavesuccessfullycompletedaWorkSafeBC-compliant
BasicChainsawOperatortrainingcourse. Evidenceofcompleting thecoursemustbeon filewith
Telemark. Withpre-approval,Telemarkwill reimbursereasonablecostsassociatedwith
individualscompleting thecourse.

BasicChainsawOperatorTraining
Thiscoursewasdevelopedinresponsetoaneedidentifiedbyawiderangeof industrystakeholdersaswell
asWorkSafeBCandtheprovince’s forestrycoroner toaddressseriouschainsawinjuriesandmillionsof
dollars incompensationclaims.Thiscourse is forbothnewandexperiencedchainsawoperatorsand
providesparticipantswithanunderstandingoftheir limits.

Note:ThistrainingdoesNOTqualifyparticipantstofall trees.

Goals&Objectives
BasicchainsawoperatortrainingaimstomeettheminimumrequirementsofPart 115 (2)(e)of theWorkers
CompensationAct–Training, aswellasOccupationalHealth&Safety (OHS)Regulation4.10–
AuthorizationandOHSRegulation26.3–ForestryOperationsTrainingandDocumentation. Basicchainsaw
operatortrainingwillprovidearecord ina formandmanneracceptable toWorkSafeBC.Thecompetency-
basedtrainingprovidedbyaCouncil-qualified trainer isalsoacceptabletoWorkSafeBC.


