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SNOWSHOE RAMBLE  by Rod Heater

Well we've lost all the snow in the trees which has made snowshoeing at Telemark so magical this year. I've never seen the snow in the trees as much and as long as it has been since I started skiing there decades ago. However, maybe we won't have so many deadfalls on the trails from now on.

As promised last week, I'm going to talk about options, specifically in regard to Panorama Ridge Trail. I'm sure that some snowshoers see the length is 8 km. and decide that is too long but there many options. The first shortcut decreases the length to 4 km. and if, once you join the Chalet Loop near the end you are still fresh, there are .6 and .4 km. loops you could add in. Or, if you are certain that 4 km. is not enough, add on the 1.2 km. Forest Loop. This loop which is about 1.5 km. into the Panorama Ridge Trail is nearly flat and very interesting. Once you have conquered these trails, add in more of the main trail to the second shortcut. Taken by itself, this trail is 6 km. long and adds in a fairly long sustained climb. If you continue on the main trail there is a pretty steep downhill which some may find challenging. Incidentally, if you're not using poles, they help on tricky hills. Any old pole will do. Raid the garage for those poles that you used with your long, straight downhill skis. Big baskets are good too.

Once again, please stay off the ski trails and on the snowshoe trails. You can print snowshoe maps off this website or get them at the chalet.

Next week, I'll continue on options for some of the other trails. If you have ideas or comments, email me at rheater@shaw.ca. Until then "Happy Snowshoeing"
