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Roller Packing

There is lots of talk anticipating the arrival of a new “Ginzu” groomer to Telemark's arsenal of snow grooming equipment, but before this equipment can hit the snow there is other work to do – the annual roller pack.

Experience has shown that the roller packing procedure leaves the trails in a condition such that the high tech equipment to follow can produce better outcomes. Here's how it works, once 20+cm of snow arrives and there is some chance it will stay..... 

Telemark's roller packer was made in the USA by “Tidd-Tech”, a company that specializes in snow grooming equipment. It consists of a ribbed heavy gauge plastic drum that rotates on an axle attached to a towing mechanism that attaches to a snowmobile hitch. Several years ago our device was modified to include a packing bar that can be lowered behind the roller to leave a skate-skiable surface under some conditions. Using a snowmobile towing this roller packer and using the roller only, each trail is rolled with three passes of the machine – once down each side then once up the middle to tie it together. The procedure is carried out in daylight hours so that the results can be observed. (The snowmobile has no rear lighting.)  The machine has to operate slowly so that the snow is packed down, as opposed to flying across it with a reduced packing effect. The packing procedure helps to fill in holes and smooth out bumps, and create a base that, when frozen, will adequately support the weight of the Bombardier. Challenges to overcome during this procedure include downed trees, the snowmobile stuck in deep snow, engine noise and smell, and winter cold and wet. Once the 50K of trails are completed – they are done again. 
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The job takes several days to complete, with Crystal/High often being finished off after the regular grooming of the lower trails is underway and the season has begun.

Due to the time involved (time = cost to the club), it is important to attempt to not schedule this work before the “real” winter snow arrives.  So, with the freezing level forecast to rise to 1000m over the next few days, today (Nov. 13th), even with 13cm on the ground, we wait. 

Next report: The new “Ginzu”
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